
Amendment A

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY (CDBG-DR)/

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT MITIGATION (CDBG-MIT)

AMENDMENT A TO THE AGREEMENT FOR

OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNSEL AND LITIGATION SERVICES

BETWEEN THE

PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING

AND

SYDNEY DENSON LLC

Contract No. 2023-DR0122

Am endment Contract No. 2023- DR0122A

This AMENDMENT A TO THE AGREEMENT FOR OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNSEL AND LITIGATION

SERVICES, (Amendment or Amendment A) is entered into in San Juan, Puerto Rico,

this _____ day of _______________, 2025, by and between the PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT

OF HOUSING (PRDOH), a public agency created under Act No. 97 of June 10, 1972, as

am ended, 3 LPRA § 441, et seq., known as the Department of Housing Governing Act

with principal offices at 606 Barbosa Avenue, San Juan, Puerto Rico, herein

represented by Ciary Y. Pérez Peña, of legal age, single, and resident of Las Piedras,

Puerto Rico, in his capacity as Secretary; and SYDNEY DENSON LLC (CONTRACTOR),

with principal offices in San Juan,Puerto Rico, herein represented by Víctor J. Quiñones

Martínez, in his capacity as Authorized Representative, of legal age, married, and

resident of Caguas, Puerto Rico, duly authorized by Written Consent of the Manager of

Sydney Denson, LLC dated June 18, 2025, by the CONTRACTOR; collectively the "Parties".

I. RECITALS AND GENERAL AWARD INFORMATION

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2023, PRDOH and the CONTRACTOR entered into an Agreement

for Outside Legal Counsel and Litigation Services, registered as Contract No. 2023-

DR0122, for a maximum amount not to exceed SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND

DOLLARS ($780,000.00) from Account Numbers: mita12adm-doh-na 4190-10-000

and r02a01adm-doh-na 4190-10-000,ending on June 25, 2025 (Agreement).

WHEREAS, as per Article XL of the Agreement, the Agreement m ay be amended in

writing and signed by a duly authorized representative of each party. Nonetheless,the

am endment shall not invalidate the Agreement, nor release the Parties from their

obligations under the Agreement.

WHEREAS, this Amendm ent A is not intended to affect nor does it constitute an

extinctive novation of the obligations of the Parties under the Agreem ent, but is rather

a modification and amendment of certain terms and condit ions under the Agreement.

WHEREAS, each party represents that the person executing this Amendment has the

legal authority to do so on behalf of the respective party.
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WHEREAS, the Parties wish to amend the Agreem ent, as amended, and become

subject to the terms of the Agreem ent, as am ended, and this Amendment A.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and the terms and

conditions set forth herein, the PRDOH and the CONTRACTOR agree as follows:

II. SAVINGS CLAUSE

The information included in this Amendment serves the purpose of modifying and

am ending certain terms and conditions under the Agreement, as established in the

following Articles III and IV of this Amendment. All other provisions of the original

Agreement, including its attachments, shall continue to be in full force and effect.

III. SCOPE OF AMENDMENT

PRDOH has determ ined that a contract amendm ent is necessary in order to extend

the performance period to ensure continuity, efficiency, and stability in the agency's

administrative processes. Therefore, the parties agreed to extend the term of the

agreement for an addit ional term of twelve (12) months for a total term of thirty-six

(36) months, ending on June 25, 2026. This adjustment guarantees the continuity of

essential services and provides an effective solution to address the current and future

needs of the programs.

Modifications to paragraph A of Article II. TERM OF AGREEMENT, Article XX. NOTICES,

Article XXVIII. CDBG-DR/MIT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES, Article XLVI.

CONSOLIDATIONS, MERGERS, CHANGE OF NAME, OR DISSOLUTIONS, and Article XLIX.

RECAPTURE OF FUNDS, are being incorporated to the Agreement. Also, this

Am endment includes updated versions of Attachment F (HUD General Provisions),

Attachment G (Contractor Certification), and Attachm ent H (Non- Conflict of Interest

Certification). All other provisions of the original Agreement remain unaltered.

IV. AMENDMENTS

A. The Parties agree to amend Article II. TERM OF AGREEMENT, paragraph A, as
follows:

A. This Agreement shall be in effect and enforceable between the parties

from the date of its execution. The Term of this Agreement will be for a

performance period of thirty-six (36) months, ending on June 25, 2026.

B. The Parties agree to amend Article XX. NOTICES, as follows:
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To: PRDOH Hon. Ciary Y. Pérez Peña

Secretary

Puerto Rico Department of Housing

606 Barbosa Ave.

Juan C. Cordero Davila Bldg.

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918S

C. The Parties agree to amend Article XXVIII. CDBG-DR/ MIT POLICIES AND

PROCEDURES, as follows:

In addition to what is established in this Agreement, the CONTRACTOR

shall comply with all CDBG-DR program specific and general policies

and procedures, including, but not limited to, the Contract and

Subrecipient Agreement Manual, OS&H Guideline, MWBE Policy,

Procurement Manual for the CDBG- DR Program, URA & ADP Guidelines,

Cross Cutting Guidelines, AFWAM Policy, Section 3 Policy, Personally

Identifiable Information, Confidentiality, and Nondisclosure Policy and

Conflict of Interest and Standards of Conduct Policy, as found in the

CDBG-DR Website (https:/ / recuperacion.pr.gov/ welcome/ index.html),

which are herein included and m ade an integral part of this Agreement,

as they may be updated from time to t ime, and reporting requirements

as established by the PRDOH.

D. The Parties agree to amend Article XLVI. CONSOLIDATIONS, MERGERS, CHANGE

OF NAME, OR DISSOLUTIONS, as follows:

A. Consolidation or Merger

In the event that the signing party (e.g. Subrecipient, Contractor, or

Subcontractor) of the Agreement with the PRDOH moves for a

consolidation or m erger with another entity (private or public), by its

discretion or otherwise, written notice of such decision or event shall be

delivered to the PRDOH Legal Division at

contractscdbgdr@vivienda.pr.gov at least fifteen (15) business days

prior to the effective date of the consolidation or merger. The notice

shall include, but not limited to, a description of: the expected effective

date of the consolidation or merger; nam e of each of the constituent

entities moving to consolidate or merge into the single resulting or

surviving entity; the proposed nam e of the resulting entity (in case of a

consolidation) or the name of the surviving entity (in case of a merger)

if necessary; reference to the projected capacity of the resulting or

surviving entity to comply with the terms, conditions, obligations, tasks,

services, and performance goals or requirements included in the

Agreement as well as its Exhibits or Attachments; and a brief summary

of the proposed plan to achieve the transition of duties (Scope of Work
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or Scope of Services), tasks, and perform ance goals or requirements to

the resulting or surviving entity.

Upon the consolidation or the merger becoming effective, and

supporting evidence of such event is notified to PRDOH, execution of an

Am endment to the Agreement may follow. The Amendment would

include, but not limited to, modifications to the clauses that refer to the

identity, personal circumstances, address, and any other information

related to the signing party deemed relevant by PRDOH for the execution

of the Amendment. Additionally, the CONTRACTOR must deliver

docum ents requested to satisfy any reasonable requirem ent made by

PRDOH. These requests aim to ensure the com pliance with local and

federal regulations,as applicable No amendm ent to the Agreement wil l

be necessary i f  the Subrecipient, Contractor, or Subcontractor

becomes the surviv ing ent i ty  fo l lowing a merger.

Failure to com ply with any of the before mentioned conditions, may

result in the activation of the termination clauses provided in the

Agreement.

B. Change of Name

In the event that the signing party (e.g. Subrecipient, Contractor, or

Subcontractor) of the Agreement with the PRDOH initiates a change of

name process, written notice of such decision or event shall be delivered

to the PRDOH Legal Division at contractscdbgdr@vivienda.pr.gov at least

f i f teen (15) business days prior to the effective date of such event. The

notice shall include, but not limited to, a description of: the expected

effective date of the change of nam e; the proposed name; inform of any

change of address; and reference of any change in the capacity of the

entity to com ply with the term s, conditions, obligations, tasks, services,

and performance goals or requirements included in the Agreement, as

well as its Exhibits or Attachments.

Upon the change of name becoming effective, and supporting evidence

of such event is notified to PRDOH, execution of an Amendment to the

Agreement may follow. The Amendment would include, but not lim ited

to, modifications to the clauses that refer to the identity, personal

circumstances, address, and any other inform ation related to the

signing party deemed relevant by PRDOH for the execution of the

Am endment. Additionally, the CONTRACTOR must deliver docum ents

requested to satisfy any reasonable requirem ent made by PRDOH. These

requests aim to ensure the compliance with local and federal

regulations, as applicable.

Failure to comply with any of the before-mentioned conditions, may

result in the activation of the termination clauses provided in the

Agreement.
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C. Dissolution

In the event that the signing party (e.g. Subrecipient, Contractor, or

Subcontractor) of the Agreement with the PRDOH moves for dissolution

of the entity, written notice of such decision or event shall be delivered

to the PRDOH Legal Division at contractscdbgdr@vivienda.pr.gov at least

f i f teen (15) business days prior to the effective date of such event.The

notice shall include, but not limited to, a description of the expected

effective date of the dissolution; and contact information of one or more

of its directors, officials or agents. Upon dissolution, becoming effective,

and supporting evidence of such event is notified to PRDOH, termination

of the Agreement will follow. Consequently, the signing party

acknowledges and agrees to provide to the PRDOH, after termination of

the Agreem ent, the assistance reasonably requested to facilitate the

orderly transfer of responsibility for performance of the tasks or services

to the PRDOH or a third party designated by the PRDOH. Moreover, all

finished or unfinished records (files, data, work product) connected with

this Agreement will be turned over to PRDOH following the Agreement

termination.

E. The Parties agree to amend Article XLIX. RECAPTUREOF FUNDS, as follows:

PRDOH may recapture payments it m akes to CONTRACTOR that (i)

exceed the maximum allowable rates; (i i) are not allowed under

applicable laws, rules, or regulations; or (iii) are otherwise inconsistent

with this Agreement, including any unapproved expenditures.

CONTRACTOR must refund such recaptured payments within the term

specified by PRDOH via notification, as per CDBG- DR/ MIT Program

Recapture of Funds Policy. (Recapture of Funds Policy - CDBG-DR/ MIT

Recovery Funds).

F. An updated version of Attachm ent F (HUD General Provisions) is hereto

incorporated by reference into the Agreement. (Attachment I).

G. An updated version of Attachment G (Contractor Certification) is hereto

incorporated by reference into the Agreement. (Attachment II).

H. An updated version of Attachment H (Non-Conflict of Interest Certification) is

hereto incorporated by reference into the Agreement. (Attachment III).

V. HEADINGS

The titles of the paragraphs of this Amendment are solely for reference purposes and

the convenience of the Parties and shall not be used to explain, modify,simplify,or aid

in the interpretation of the provisions of this Amendment.
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VI. FEDERAL FUNDING

The fulfillment of the Agreement, as amended, is based on those funds being made

available to the PRDOH as the lead administrative agency for Recovery. All

expenditures under the Agreement, as amended, must be m ade in accordance with

the Agreement, as amended, the policies and procedures prom ulgated under the

CDBG-DR/ MIT Programs, and any other applicable laws. Further, the CONTRACTOR

acknowledges that all funds are subject to recapture and repayment for non-

compliance.

VII. COMPLIANCEWITH LAW

It is the intention and understanding of the Parties hereto that each and every

provision of law required to be inserted in the Agreement, as amended, should be and

is inserted herein. Furtherm ore, it is hereby stipulated that every such provision is

deem ed to be inserted and if, through mistake or otherwise, any such provision is not

inserted herein or is not inserted in correct form, then the Agreement, as amended,

shall forthwith, upon the application of any Party, be amended by such insertion so as

to comply strictly with the law and without prejudice to the rights of any Party.

VIII. SUBROGATION

The CONTRACTOR acknowledges that funds provided through the Agreement, as

am ended, are Federal funds administered by HUD under the CDBG- DR/ MIT Program

and that all funds provided by the Agreement, as amended, are subject to audit,

disallowance, and repayment. Any disagreement with adverse findings may be

challenged and subject to Federal regulation, however, the CONTRACTOR shall

promptly return any and all funds to the PRDOH, that are found to be ineligible,

unallowable,unreasonable,a duplication of benefits,or non-compensable,no matter

the cause. This clause shall survive indefinitely the termination of the Agreement, as

am ended.

IX. COMPTROLLER REGISTRY

The PRDOH shall remit a copy of this Amendment to the Office of the Comptroller for

registration within fifteen (15) days following the date of execution of this Am endment

and any subsequent am endment thereto.The services object of this Amendment may

not be invoiced or paid until this Amendment has been registered by the PRDOH at the

Com ptroller's Office, pursuant to Act No. 18 of October 30, 1975, as amended by Act No.

127 of May 31, 2004.

X. ENTIRE AGREEMENT

The Agreement and this Am endment constitute the entire Agreement among the

Parties for the use of funds received under the Agreement and this Amended

Agreement and it supersedes all prior or contem poraneous communications and

proposals, whether electronic, oral, or written among the Parties with respect to the

Agreement.
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XI. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Amendment shall operate or would prospectively operate to

invalidate the Amendment in whole or in part, then such provision only shall be

deem ed severed and the rem ainder of the Am endment shall remain operative and in

full effect.

XII. COUNTERPARTS

This Amendment may be executed in any number of counterparts,each of which shall

be deemed to be an original, however, all of which together shall constitute one and

the same instrument. If the Amendment is not executed by the PRDOH within thirty

(30) days of execution by the other party, this Amendment shall be null and void.

XIII. SURVIVAL OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The terms and conditions of this Amendment related to the following subjects shall

survive the termination or expiration of this Am endment: interpretive provisions;

consideration; warranties; general affirmations, federal assurances, federal and state

certifications; CDBG-DR/ MIT and state funding, recapture of CDBG-DR/MIT and/or

state funds, overpayment of CDBG-DR/MIT and/ or state funds; ownership and

intellectual property, copyright; records retention methods and time requirements;

inspection, monitoring, and audit; confidentiality; public records; indemnification and

liability; infringement of intellectual property rights; independent contractor

relationship; compliance with laws; notices; choice of law and venue; severability;

dispute resolution; consolidations, m erger, change of name, and dissolution. Terms

they

should survive the termination or expiration of this Amendment shall so survive.

XIV. COMPLIANCEWITH ADMINISTRATIVEORDER NO. OA-HD-25-03 OF PRDOH



Amendment A to the Outside Legal Counsel and Litigation Services Agreement
Between the PRDOH and SYDNEY DENSON LLC under CDBG-DR/ MIT

Page 8 / 8

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the Parties hereto execute this Amendment A in the place and

on the date first above written.

PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING SYDNEY DENSON LLC

Ciary Y. Pérez Peña

Secretary

Víctor J. Quiñones Martínez

Authorized Representative























































































ATTACHMENT

CONTRACTORCERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT

SYDNEY DENSON LLC

I. Contr a ct or (or Su b recip ien t) Cer t if ica ti on Req u irem en t:

1. The expected subcontractor(s) in connection with the contract1 is (are) the
following:

MZLS LLC

2. Neither the Contra ctor (or sub recip ient) nor a ny of its owners2, p a rtners,
d irec tors, officia ls, or em p loyees, ha s a g reed to sha re or g ive a p erc enta g e of
the contra ctor’s (or subrecipient’s) com pensation und er the contract3 to, or
otherwise c om p ensa te, a ny third p a rty, whether d irec tly or ind irectly, in
c onnec tion with the proc urem ent, negotia tion, exec ution or p erform a nc e of
the contract.

3. To the b est knowled ge of the sig na tory (a fter d ue investig ation), no p erson
ha s und uly intervened in the p roc urem ent, negotia tion, or exec ution of the
contract, for its own b enefit or that of a third person, in contra vention of
a p p lic a b le la w.

4. To the b est knowled ge of the sig na tory (a fter d ue investig ation), no p erson
ha s: (i) offered , p a id , or p rom ised to p a y m oney to; (ii) offered , g iven, or
p rom ised to g ive a nything of value to; or (iii) otherwise influenc ed a ny p ub lic
offic ia l or em p loyee with the p urp ose of securing a ny a dva nta g es, p rivileg es
or favors for the benefit of such person in connection with the contract (such
a s the exec ution of a sub c ontra ct with the Contra c tor, b eneficia l treatm ent

1 Asused herein, the term “ contract” isinclusive of any amendments, modifications, or extensions.
2 For purposes of this Certification, a contractor’s “ owner” shall mean any person or entity with more than a ten percent
(10%) ownership interest in the Contractor.
3 Asused herein, the term “ contract” isinclusive of any amendments, modifications, or extensions.
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und er the contra ct, or the written or unwritten prom ise of a gift, fa vor, or other
m oneta ry or non- m oneta ry b enefit).

5. Neither the Contra ctor (or sub recip ient), nor a ny of its owners, p a rtners,
d irec tors, officia ls, or em p loyees or, to the b est of its knowled ge (a fter d ue
investig a tion), its rep resenta tives or sub - c ontra ctors, ha s req uired , d irectly or
ind irectly, from third p ersons to ta ke a ny a ction with the p urp ose of
influencing any public official or em ployee in connection with the
procurem ent, neg otiation, or execution of the contract, in contravention of
a p p lic a b le la w.

6. In c om p lia nce with Exec utive Ord er No. 2021- 029 a nd CC 013- 2021, the
Contra ctor certifies a s of the d a te hereof, that it is in a contrac tua l rela tionship
with the following entities of the Governm ent of Puerto Rico: Puerto Rico Ports
Authority, Puerto Rico Convention Center District Authority, Retirem ent Boa rd
of the Governm ent of Puerto Ric o, Autom ob ile Ac cid ent Com p ensa tion
Ad m inistra tion (ACAA), Pub lic - Private Partnership s Authority, Puerto Rico
Genera l Servic es Adm inistra tion, Puerto Ric o Dep a rtm ent of Sta te, a nd
Roosevelt Roa d s Loca l Red evelopm ent Authority.4 The Contra c tor a lso
c ertifies tha t sa id entities a re a ll the entities of the Governm ent of Puerto Ric o
with which they m a intain a contra ctua l relationship . In ad d ition, the
Contra ctor rec ognizes a nd a cc ep ts tha t om itting a ny inform a tion reg a rd ing
any current contra ctual relationship with a ny governm ental entity could
result in the term ina tion of this a g reem ent if so, required b y PRDOH.

7. Any inc orrect, inc om p lete, or fa lse sta tem ent m a d e by the contra c tor’s (or
sub recip ient’s) rep resenta tive a s p a rt of this c ertific a tion sha ll c a use the
nullity of the proposed contra ct and the contractor (or sub recip ient) m ust
reim b urse im m ed ia tely to the Com m onwea lth a ny a m ounts, p a ym ents or
b enefits rec eived from the Com m onwea lth und er the p rop osed c ontra c t.

The a b ove c ertific a tions sha ll b e sig ned und er p ena lty of perjury b y the Chief
Executive Officer (or eq uiva lent highest ra nk officer) in the following form :

“Iher e b y ce rt ify u n d er p e na lt y of p er ju ry tha t th e foregoi ng is com p le t e, tr ue, a nd
correct.”

4 The Contractor is required to disclose the names of the entities of the Government of Puerto Rico with whom it has
contractsuntil the Agreement issigned.
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By: Víctor J. Quinones Sig na ture: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Position: Authorized Rep resentative
Da te : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



ATTACHMENT
NON- CONFLICTOF INTERESTCERTIFICATION

SYDNEY DENSON LLC

The CONTRACTOR certifies that:
1. No pub lic serva nt of this exec utive a gency ha s a p ec unia ry interest in this

c ontra c t, sub rec ip ient a g reem ent, p urcha se, or com m ercia l tra nsa c tion.
2. No pub lic serva nt of this exec utive a g ency ha s req uested m e or a cc ep ted from

m e, d irectly or ind irectly, for him (her), for any m em b er of his fa m ily unit or for
a ny person, g ifts, b onuses, fa vors, servic es, d ona tions, loa ns or a nything else of
m oneta ry value.

3. No p ub lic serva nt (s) req uested or a ccep ted a ny good of ec onom ic va lue,
linked to this tra nsa ction, from any p erson of m y entity a s p a ym ent for
p erform ing the d uties a nd resp onsib ilities of their em ploym ent.

4. No p ub lic serva nt ha s req uested from m e, d irec tly or ind irectly, for him (her),
for a ny m em b er of his or her fa m ily unit, or for a ny other p erson, b usiness, or
entity, som ething of ec onom ic va lue, including g ifts, loa ns, p rom ises, fa vors or
services in excha nge for the p erform a nc e of sa id p ublic serva nt is influenc ed
in m y favor or of m y entity.

5. I ha ve no kinship relationship, within the fourth degree of consang uinity and
second by a ffinity, with a ny pub lic serva nt who ha s the p ower to influence a nd
p a rticip a te in the institutiona l d ecisions of this executive a g enc y.

The a bove c ertific a tions sha ll b e sig ned under p ena lty of p erjury b y the Chief Executive
Officer (or eq uiva lent hig hest ra nk officer) in the following form :

“I hereb y c ertify und er p ena lty of p erjury tha t the foregoing is c om plete, true, a nd
c orrec t.”


